
 

Caravaggio’s Boy Peeling Fruit, (1592–1593) 
is one of his earliest known works. It’s a 
deceptively simple painting, but art historians 
have debated its meaning for years. Some 
say the painting is just a study of everyday 
life—a boy quietly peeling fruit—but others 
believe it hints at something deeper, like 
temptation or loss of innocence. Caravaggio 
was known for painting real people in natural 
poses and settings, which was pretty radical 
at the time. 
 
The painting literally shows a young boy 
seated, peeling a piece of fruit. He’s dressed 
in a loose white shirt, and his expression is 
focused, almost distant. The light falls softly 
on his face and arms, which stand out against 
a dark background. There’s nothing fancy or 
dramatic going on—just a quiet moment 
frozen in time. 
 
Symbolically, the fruit might represent 
temptation, referencing the biblical story of 
Adam and Eve. The boy’s age and soft 
features could also be a nod to innocence or 
youth on the verge of maturity. Some art 
critics have even suggested that the peeling 
gesture symbolizes the slow loss of purity or 
the layers we shed as we grow up. 
 
In my remake, I want to explore the idea of 
growing up too fast—how today’s teens are 
constantly dealing with pressure, 
expectations, and distractions. I’ll keep the 
solitary vibe, but I might add a smartphone or 
earbuds to reflect today’s reality. 
 
For the background pattern, I’ll use 
something from my childhood, like a toy or 
food, to speak to this idea of growing up too 
fast.  
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24 4/5 × 20 9/10 in | 63 × 53 cm 
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